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that will be considered in Chapter VIII. It is with greater certainty that he is known for his tensan method, an algebraic system that improved upon the method of the "Celestial element" inherited from the Chinese; for the Ycndan JHtsu, a scheme by which the treatment of equations and other branches of algebra is simpler than by the methods inherited from China and improved by such Japanese writers as Isomura and Sawa-guchi, and for his work in determinants that antedated what has heretofore been considered the first discovery, namely the investigations of Leibnitz.
As to his works, it is said that he left hundreds of unpublished manuscripts,1 but if this be true most of them are lost2 He also published the HatsubiSampO in 1674.^ In this he solved the fifteen problems given in Sawaguchi's Kokon SampD-ki of 1670, only the final equations being given.4
As to Seki's real power, and as to the justice of ranking him with his great contemporaries of the West, there is much doubt. He certainly improved the methods used in algebra, but we are not at all sure that his name is properly connected with the yenri.
For this reason, and because of his feme, it has been thought best to enter more fully into his work than into that of any of his predecessors, so that the reader may have before him the material for independent judgment.
First it is proposed to set forth a few of the problems that were set by Sawaguchi, with Seki's equations and with one of Takebe's solutions.
* ENDO, Book II, p. 41.
2  For further particulars see ENDO, loc. cit, and the Seki memorial volume (Seki~ryii SAichibits/io, or  Seven Books  on  Mathematics  of the Seki School) published in Tokyo in 1908.
3  This is the work mentioned by Professor Ilayashi as the Ma&M AWw/f of Mitaki and Mie (Miye).
4  In 1685 one of Seki's pupils, Takebe Kenko, published a work entitled ffatsubi SampS Yendan Genkai, or the "Full explanations of the Ilatsnhi Samfii," in which the problems are explained.   He states that the blocks for printing the work were burned in 1680 and that he had attempted to make good their loss.